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REMARKS 
Summary Of The Office Action & Formalities 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-13 are all the claims pending in the application. 
Claim to Foreign Priority 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for acknowledging the claim to foreign priority and for 
confirming that the certified copy of the priority document was received. 
Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicant also thanks the Examiner for initialing the U.S. and foreign references listed on 
form PTO/SB/08 submitted with the Information Disclosure Statement filed on June 23, 2005. 

However, the Examiner failed to initial the Non Patent Literature Document "Patent 
Abstracts of Japan" on the form PTO/SB/08. Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner 
initial all of the documents listed on this form and return the completely initialed form to the 
Applicant. For the convenience of the Examiner, Applicant submits herewith a new Form PTO- 
SB/08 listing all references, including the reference that was not considered by the Examiner 
previously. 

Drawings 

Again, Applicant thanks the Examiner for acknowledging and accepting the drawings 
filed on June 23, 2005. 
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Art Rejections 

1. Claims 1-9 and 1 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hermouet et al. (US 6,471,097). 

2. Claims 1, 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Bougamont et al. (US 6,196,424). 

Applicant respectfully traverses. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. S 102 
1. Claims 1-9 And 11-13 In View Of Hermouet et al (US 6,471,097). 

In rejecting claims 1-9 and 1 1-13 in view of Hermouet et al. (US 6,471,097), the grounds 
of rejection state: 

The applied reference has a common inventor and/or 
assignee with the instant application. Based upon the earlier 
effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 . 1 32 that 
any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was 
derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 
CFR 1.131. 

The Hermouet et al. reference discloses a fluid dispenser 
device (fig.l) having a chamber (fig.l) 1 provided with an inlet 
valve (5,13) and with an outlet valve (32), and defining a sealed 
slide cylinder (41); a piston (3) disposed inside the chamber and 
including a lip (31) capable of sliding in sealed manner in the slide 
cylinder (41); an actuator rod (27) on which the piston (3) is 
slidably mounted; a bearing flange (fig. 1) for coming to bear 
against a reservoir neck; and a ferrule (4) against which the piston 
(3) is resiliently urged in the rest position; the device being 
characterized in that the chamber comprises a top portion (fig.l) 
and a bottom portion (fig.l), the sealed slide cylinder (41) being 



1 Please refer to Appendix A for specified feature(s). 
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situated above the bearing flange (fig.l), at the top portion, so that 
it cannot be inserted into a reservoir neck, and in that the bottom 
portion (fig.l) is situated below the flange (fig.l), so as to be 
inserted into the reservoir neck. 

Re: claim 2 the slide cylinder (41) defines a bottom 
abutment end (fig.l) situated substantially at the bearing flange 
(fig.l). 

Re: claim 3 the piston (3) is provided with guide means 
(fig.l) for holding it on the axis inside the chamber. 

Re: claim 4 the guide means (fig.l) include a top guide 
sleeve (fig.l) engaged in a through hole formed by the ferrule (4). 

Re: claim 5 rod (27) is not in contact with the ferrule (4). 

Re: claim 6 the top sleeve (fig.l) surrounds the actuator rod 

(27). 

Re: claim 7 the guide means include a bottom guide sleeve 
(fig.l) engaged in a bushing (fig.l) defining a bottom portion 
(fig.l) of the chamber. 

Re: claim 8 the bushing (fig.l) defines a bottom end (fig.l) 
serving as an abutment for the inlet valve (5) in the open position. 

Re: claim 9 a precompression spring (16), situated outside 
the chamber (fig.l), bears between the rod (27) and the piston (3) 
so as to urge the outlet valve (26,32) into the closed position. 

Re: claim 1 1 the slide cylinder (41) is formed by a body, 
the bearing flange (fig.l) being formed by a ring (fig. 1,1 1) engaged 
around the body (1). 

Re: claim 12 a pushbutton (8,fig.l) forming a fastener 
sleeve (fig.l), the actuator rod (27) defining a housing, the sleeve 
being engaged in the housing 2 . 

Re: claim 13 a vent passage (15) that is closed in the rest 
position by a cone-shaped sealing contact. 



2 It is inherit that the top sleeve is engaged to the housing, even though the housing is not shown it the 
drawing, it is known in the art to have a housing to hold the entire pump structure and fluid. 
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Office Action at pages 2-4, 

Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection because the reference fails to describe each 
and every element as set forth in the claims, either expressly or inherently. Specifically, 
Hermouet does not disclose or even suggest "[a] sealed slide cylinder (14) being situated above 
the bearing flange (42), at the top portion, so that it cannot be inserted into a reservoir neck ." as 
recited in claim 1 . 

For example, in Hermenout "[fjerrule 4 defines a perfectly cylindrical inner section 43 
that is used as a sealed sliding surface." See col. 4, lines 65-67. This cylindrical section, and not 
the upper flange 41 of the ferrule 4 as maintained by the grounds of rejection, corresponds to the 
sealed slide cylinder according to claim 1 . As Figure 1 clearly shows, the cylindrical section is 
situated below the thickened top end 10 of the body section 1 1 that corresponds to the bearing 
flange in claim 1 . In other words, Hermenout does not teach a slide cylinder being situated 
above the bearing flange, as recited in claim 1 . 

Furthermore, the "thickened top end 10 . . . defines a supporting reference for the unit" to 
which the neck is connected. See Fig. 1 and col. 3, lines 58-61, Thus, the pump body in 
Hermenout is inserted into the unit up to the thickened top end. Consequently, since the slide 
cylinder is situated below the thickened top end, it clearly can be inserted into a reservoir neck, 
being the opposite of what is recited in claim 1 . As a result, Hermenout fails to describe each 
and every element as set forth in the claim, either expressly or inherently. 

Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(e) be reconsidered and withdrawn. Claims 2-9, and 11-13 depend on claim 1 and are 
patentable at least by virtue of their dependency. 
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2. Claims 1, 5 and 10 In View OfBougamont et al (US 6, 196,424). 

In rejecting claims 1, 5 and 10 in view of Bougamont et al. (US 6,196,424), the grounds 
of rejection state: 

The Bougamont et al. reference discloses a fluid dispenser 
device (fig.l) having a chamber (1 1,230) provided with an inlet 
yalve (12) and with an outlet valve (24c), and defining a sealed 
slide cylinder (fig.l) 3 ; a piston (2) disposed inside the chamber 
and including a lip (33a) capable of sliding in sealed manner in the 
slide cylinder (fig.l); an actuator rod (23) on which the piston (2) 
is slidably mounted; a bearing flange (fig.l) for coming to bear 
against a reservoir neck; and a ferrule (33b) against which the 
piston (2) is resiliently urged in the rest position; the device being 
characterized in that the chamber comprises a top portion (230) 
and a bottom portion (1 1), the sealed slide cylinder (fig.l) being 
situated above the bearing flange (fig.l), at the top portion, so that 
it cannot be inserted into a reservoir neck, and in that the bottom 
portion (1 1) is situated below the flange (fig.l), so as to be inserted 
into the reservoir neck. 

Re: claim 5 rod (23) is not in contact with the ferrule (33b). 

Re: claim 10 a return spring (4), situated outside the 
chamber, bears between the rod (23) and the ferrule (33b) so as to 
urge the piston (2) into the rest position. 

Office Action at pages 4-5 . 

Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. For example, Bougamont does not 
disclose or even suggest "[a] sealed slide cylinder (14) being situated above the bearing flange 
(42), at the top portion, so that it cannot be inserted into a reservoir neck /' as recited in claim 1. 

In Bougamont, "[the] pump comprises a substantially cylindrical body internally defining 
a metering chamber 11." See Fig. 1 and col. 3, lines 9-10. Chamber 1 1 corresponds to the 
chamber (15, 15'), recited in claim 1, that defines a sealed slide cylinder (14). As Fig. 1 clearly 



3 Please refer to Appendix B for specified feature(s). 
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shows, the chamber in Bougamont is entirely located within , and even below , the reservoir neck 
C. Consequently, the cylindrical body in Bougamount is inserted into a reservoir neck and thus 
Bougamount does not teach a sealed slide cylinder that cannot be inserted into the reservoir neck, 
as recited in claim 1 . 

As a result, Bougamont fails to describe each and every element as set forth in the claim, 
either expressly or inherently. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection of 
claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) be reconsidered and withdrawn. Claims 5 and 10 depend on 
claim 1 and are patentable at least by virtue of their dependency. 



In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



Conclusion 



Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 




WASHINGTON OFFICE 



23373 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: December 26, 2007 
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